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RECONNECTING OUR HAwAIIAN ROOTS

Hawai’i  
International Film Festival

Three monk conservators, all with 
the first name of ‘Sonam’ travelled 

across the ocean to reconnect with the 
place of their art conservation origins 
in Hawaii. 

The Honolulu Academy of Arts had 
initiated the The Dragon’s Gift: The 
Sacred Arts of Bhutan Exhibition in 
2008. During that time, a handful of 
monks were sponsored to train in con-
servation in Hawai’i by the Honolulu 
Academy of Arts. 

Sonam Tshering ‘B’, who was last in 
Hawai’i when he had just turned 18, 
revisited the beautiful island at the age 
of 29 years. He is one of Eddie’s first 
Bhutanese monk conservator students 
to graduate under his tutelage.

In between the screening, surf and 
sand, Kesang Choden Tashi and Tobias 
Reeuwijk had a television interview 

with Hawai’i News Now and a radio 
interview as well.

Big thank you to all our supporters, 
most especially HIFF Executive Direc-
tor Robert Lambert and the Hawai’i 
International Film Festival team for 
hosting the monks; Tobias Reeuwijk 
and his family for their most gener-
ous support, time and organization of 

the visit; and Abbot Do Hyun of Myu 
Rang Sa Temple of Hawaii for hosting 
the monks during their stay.

We are most grateful for the most 
generous and warm support that we 
received from all our friends in Hawaii.

MAHALO!!
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IN THE STUDIO

Our two senior-most conser-
vators, Tashi Phuentsho and 

Sonam Tshering attended a 3-month 
conservation program sponsored by 
the Heritage Conservation Centre in 
Singapore. Tashi completed his Tex-
tile Conservation program and Sonam 
Tshering completed his Paper Conser-
vation program most successfully. We 
are most thankful to Senior Assistant 
Director Robin Liu and the HCC 

conservation teams for the wonderful 
opportunity.

Our office is currently supporting 
monk conservator Tashi Phuentsho’s 
4-month retreat at Hongtso Tashigang 
Monastery which is a 3 hour drive from 
the capital city of Thimphu. He went 
into retreat in April and has success-
fully completed 100,000 prostrations at 
the end of June. He will be joining the 
studio in August.

The monks at the studio are currently 
working on a private collection from 
two various sources. 

On Lord Buddha’s Paranirvana Day 
on June 9, the monk conservators were 
honored by His Holiness the 70th Je 
Khenpo at Tashichhoedzong, Thimphu 
for their dedicated work and excellent 
conservation skills.

hongtso Tashigang Monastery

Monk conservators working at the studio.
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DRUK FOUNDATION FOR ART PRESERVATION

In 2014, the Druk Foundation for 
Art Preservation was founded by 

Ephraim Jose and friends to support 
the infrastructure of a new conserva-
tion centre as well as supporting the 
skills and knowledge development of 
the monk conservators in Bhutan. It is 
a United States registered foundation.

The Druk Foundation for Art 

Preservation will hold its fourth annual 
Board meeting in November. Its major 
goal is to raise funds to help build a new 
state-of-the-art Thangka Conservation 
Center in Thimphu. This building will 
include labs for conservation work 
by the monk conservators, training 
rooms, secure storage areas, and 
office space. According to Evelina 

Cichy, Foundation Chairperson, 
the architectural plans for the new 
building have been prepared by Grittip 
Sirirattumrong (Bangkok architect and 
Board Director) with the assistance of 
Gandhara Designs, Bhutan. For more 
information on how to donate, please 
contact info@drukpreservation.org or 
visit www.drukpreservation.org

The Druk Foundation for art Preservation coordinated a tour of Bhutan on May 18-24. ashi kesang hosted a lunch that were attended by his eminence lopen 
leytshok and Mr. Tashi Tshering. The group also visited the Thangka Conservation Center.
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CONSERVATION OUTREACH TOUR

Our travel team consisted of Eddie, 
Princess Pema Abrahams from 

Sikkim and Executive Director Kesang 
Choden Tashi. We began with a two 
day visit in Hong Kong that involved 
touching base with donors and friends 
from our previous 2016 Hong Kong 
visit. 

We took the red eye to Kyoto, 
starting our endless meetings and visits 
as soon as our feet touched Japanese 
grounds.  The Kyoto University of 
Foreign Studies kindly hosted Kesang 
Choden Tashi to give a speech on 
Bhutan’s conservation efforts in Bhutan 
to the students and professors of the 
University.

With Princess Pema and Eddie 
cheering her on, Kesang spoke in Japa-
nese to the Kyoto University audience. 
However, before hand, she did practice 
her speech in front of numerous sweet 
old Kyoto taxi drivers who gave her 
some good pointers and suggestions.

Eddie’s old friend, Eddie Concepcion 
and his lovely wife Joy joined our 
whirlwind tour. Not to confuse the 

two Eddies, we now called them ‘Eddie 
Boy’ and ‘Eddie C.’ The many lovely 
photographs were taken by Eddie 
C throughout the most fascinating 
tour visiting the Okuya Group Co. 
Ltd that specializes in shrine and 
temple restoration and traditional 
construction, followed by visits to 
Morimoto Traditional Ornament 
Metalwork Co. Ltd that specializes in 
architectural and temple ornamental 
metal works; Usami Shokakudo 
Co. Ltd that specializes in paper and 
Japanese scroll painting conservation 
and restoration; the Textile fine arts 
of Tatsumura Koho that specializes 
in traditional and innovative textile 
design and restoration of ancient textile 
fragment; and lastly, Sasanami Object 
Conservation Co. Ltd that specializes 
in statue and object conservation and 
restoration. Many times both Princess 
Pema and Kesang wished to apprentice 
at these inspirationally outstanding 
studios and workshops.

The two ladies from the Himalayas 
left for Korea’s introductory tour and 

were hosted by Abbot Dohyun of Mu 
Ryang Sa Buddhist Temple of Ha-
waii. They visited various temples and 
monasteries where cultural exchange 
programs between the monastic orders 
of Korea and Bhutan were enthusiasti-
cally discussed. 

The first exchange program will  
occur this autumn, where a group 
of Korean monks and nuns will visit 
Bhutan to see where they can assist 
in developing improved management 
and administrative systems for mo-
nastic schools in Bhutan, especially the 
nunneries in Bhutan. They were also 
very interested in visiting the Thangka 
Conservation Centre to offer their sup-
port for future conservation projects of 
monasteries and temples in Bhutan.

Princess Pema Abrahams gradu-
ated from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science. She 
is currently the Founding Director of  
Project Denjong that encourages and 
supports the preservation and continu-
ity of Sikkim’s cultural heritage.
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1.visit to Japan. 2.visit to korea. 3.Presentation in Tokyo. 4.exhibition in kyoto. 5.with team of curators. | Photos courtesy of Eddie Concepcion and Pema Abrahams




